
 



The Emancipation Debate 

AFRO 100 



Modes of social cohesion –  
  ideological dogma 
1. Panafricanism 
2. Nationalism 
3. Liberation Theology 
4. Feminism/womanism 
5. Socialism 

Modes of social disruption –  
  ideological debate 
1. The emancipation debate 
2. The self-determination debate 
3. The Black liberation debate 



Africa 
              Slave trade 
Slavery 
          Emancipation 
Rural tenancy 
     Great migrations 
Urban industry 
      Structural crisis 
Information society 
 
 

The logic of Black history: 
modes of social cohesion, modes of social disruption 





I am aware that many object to the 
severity of my language; but is there 
not cause for severity? I will be as 
harsh as truth, and as uncompromising 
as justice. On this subject, I do not 
wish to think, or to speak, or write, with 
moderation. No! no! Tell a man whose 
house is on fire to give a moderate 
alarm; tell him to moderately rescue 
his wife from the hands of the ravisher; 
tell the mother to gradually extricate 
her babe from the fire into which it has 
fallen; – but urge me not to use 
moderation in a cause like the present. 
I am in earnest – I will not equivocate – 
I will not excuse – I will not retreat a 
single inch – AND I WILL BE HEARD. 
The apathy of the people is enough to 
make every statue leap from its 
pedestal, and to hasten the 
resurrection of the dead. William Lloyd Garrison 

1805 - 1879 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:William_garrison.jpg


Main political options (Free) 
 
1. Negotiate  
(Frederick Douglas) 

 
 

2. Emigrate  
(Martin Delaney) 

 
 

3. Fight  
(David Walker) 



David Walker 
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=5345695403913825685&q=david+wal
ker+appeal&total=9&start=0&num=10&so=0&type=search&plindex=0  

http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=5345695403913825685&q=david+walker+appeal&total=9&start=0&num=10&so=0&type=search&plindex=0
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=5345695403913825685&q=david+walker+appeal&total=9&start=0&num=10&so=0&type=search&plindex=0


Main political options under slavery: 
1. Negotiate (Frank McWorter) 
2. Emigrate (Sojourner Truth and Harriet 

Tubman 
3. Fight (Nat Turner and the slave rebellions) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Nat_Turner.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Sojourner_Truth_2.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Harriet_Tubman_Civil_War_Woodcut.jpg


Nat Turner 
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-
6100744439773233687&q=nat+turner+slav
e+revolt&total=5&start=0&num=10&so=0&t

ype=search&plindex=0  

http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-6100744439773233687&q=nat+turner+slave+revolt&total=5&start=0&num=10&so=0&type=search&plindex=0
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-6100744439773233687&q=nat+turner+slave+revolt&total=5&start=0&num=10&so=0&type=search&plindex=0
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-6100744439773233687&q=nat+turner+slave+revolt&total=5&start=0&num=10&so=0&type=search&plindex=0
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-6100744439773233687&q=nat+turner+slave+revolt&total=5&start=0&num=10&so=0&type=search&plindex=0
http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=-6100744439773233687&q=nat+turner+slave+revolt&total=5&start=0&num=10&so=0&type=search&plindex=0


Key questions: 
1. Is there a difference 

between running away 
versus escaping? 

2. How did the slave 
system define its 
property? 

3. How did Black 
ideology define Black 
identity? 

4. What difference did 
ideology make in the 
actual struggle of the 
day? 



It's calm yet wild the style that I speak Just filled with facts and you will never get 
weak in the heart In fact you'll start to illuminate, knowledge to others in a song Let 
me demonstrate the force of knowledge, knowledge reigned supreme The ignorant 
is ripped to smithereens What do you mean when you say I'm rebellious 'Cause I 
don't accept everything that you're telling us What are you selling us the creator 
dwellin' us I sit in your unknown class while you're failing' us I failed your class 
'cause I ain't with your reasoning You're tryin' make me you by seasoning Up my 
mind with see Jane run, see John walk in a hardcore New York It doesn't exist no 
way, no how It seems to me that in a school that's ebony African history should be 
pumped up steadily, but it's not and this has got to stop, See Spot run, run get Spot 
Insulting to a Black mentality, a Black way of life Or a jet Black family, so I include 
with one concern, that You must learn  

I believe that if you're teaching history Filled with straight up facts no mystery Teach 
the student what needs to be taught 'Cause Black and White kids both take shorts 
When one doesn't know about the other ones' culture Ignorance swoops down like a 
vulture 'Cause you don't know that you ain't just a janitor No one told you about 
Benjamin Banneker A brilliant Black man that invented the almanac Can't you see 
where KRS is coming at With Eli Whitney, Haile Selassie Granville Woods made the 
walkie-talkie Lewis Latimer improved on Edison Charles Drew did a lot for medicine 
Garrett Morgan made the traffic lights Harriet Tubman freed the slaves at night 
Madame CJ Walker made a straightenin comb But you won't know this is you 
weren't shown The point I'm gettin' at it it might be harsh 'Cause we're just walkin' 
around brainwashed So what I'm sayin' is not to diss a man we need the 89 school 
system One that caters to a Black return because You must learn  



Advertisement for a run away slave 

Characteristics: gender, age, height, color, clothes 





ad source date color gender class culture consciousness
one
two
three
fouor
five

METHOD FOR ANALYSIS OF AD FOR ESCAPEES FROM SLAVERY 

Use an excel spreadsheet to aggregate your data 
1. You should find five ads 
2. Indicate where you found the ads (e.g., the URL) 
3. When was the date of the ad? 
4. List all characteristics of each person 
5. Make sure one characteristic is the same for all five 

four 


Sheet2

		ad		source		date		color		gender		class		culture		consciousness

		one

		two

		three

		fouor

		five





Chart1

		





Sheet1

				Food		Gas		Motel

		Jan		12		17		10

		Feb		17		11		21

		Mar		22		29		14

		Apr		14		10		17

		May		12		17		10

		Jun		19		15		20







The 12th essay 
 
1. Select five advertisements that all share 

one feature – gender, age, color, skill, etc.  
Give the source for each ad, and include a 
copy of the ad in an appendix. 

2. What interpretation might be given about 
these escapees based on each of the five 
ideological positions: 

a. Panafricanism 
b. Nationalism 
c. Liberation theology 
d. Feminism 
e. Socialism 
3.   Don’t speak in general terms.  Give an 

analysis of your specific ads. 
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